
 HAVANA GLASGOW FILM FESTIVAL 2022 

 ONLINE FILM PROGRAMME 

 All films available to watch from 8-18 November 2022 

 To stream the films, go to  https://stream.screenargyll.co.uk/  £5 per film rental. 

 Training to Teach: Little Known Stories  (N/C 15+) 

 A  series  of  four  short  films  telling  the  little-known  stories  of  Black  women  and  men  who  took 
 part  in  Cuba's  Literacy  Campaign,  by  filmmakers  Magia  López  Cabrera  and  Lusmila 
 Lamothe  Lafargue,  plus  the  documentary  that  inspired  Magia  and  Lusmila  to  delve  more 
 deeply into the lives of the teachers. 

 “In  1960,  Fidel  Castro  summoned  thousands  of  young  people  to  go  to  the  fields  in  eastern 
 Cuba  to  teach  literacy  to  a  large  group  of  peasant  women  and  men  who  lived  in  those 
 regions. 

 More  than  3000  young  people  were  quickly  mobilised  and  trained  to  carry  out  this  special 
 mission.  Three groups were organised, known as the 1  st  , 2  nd  and 3  rd  contingent. 

 During  that  period,  more  than  10,000  classrooms  were  built  and  volunteer  men  and  women 
 also helped with vaccinating, taking censuses and planting and growing. 

 This was the prelude to the great literacy campaign that would come a year later. 

 We  have  selected  4  stories  from  this  series  -  testimonies  by  teachers  and  volunteer  teachers 
 who  were  involved.  They  open  up  new  questions  about  that  period  including  people’s 
 motivations, the challenges and the learning that took place.” - Magia and Lusmila 

https://stream.screenargyll.co.uk/


 - Maestras voluntarias / Volunteer Teachers 
 Catherine Murphy I US / Cuba 2021 I 18 m I English I Documentary 

 - Episode 1: Esteban Morales Domínguez 
 Magia López Cabrera | Cuba | Spanish with English subtitles | 13 m | Documentary  

 - Episode 2: Norma de la C. Díaz Rondón 
 Magia López Cabrera | Cuba | Spanish with English subtitles | 10 m | Documentary  
   
 - Episode 3: Edelys Padron 
 Magia López Cabrera | Cuba | Spanish with English subtitles | 10 m | Documentary  
   
 - Episode 4: Melba Rodriguez and Cesar Izaguirre 
 Magia López Cabrera | Cuba | Spanish with English subtitles | 10 m | Documentary  

 Access notes: Bright images, flashing images, flashing lights, flickering images 
 Content notes: Discussion of violence, murder and racism 
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 Black Cuban Short Films: A Contemporary Wayward Selection  (N/C 18+) 

 What  are  you  expecting  from  Black  Cuban  Cinema?  It  is  probably  not  here.  This  event 
 brings  together  an  intriguing  selection  of  seven  contemporary  short  films  in  different  formats 
 and  scales:  animation,  documentary,  experimental,  fiction  and  videoclips,  all  together,  all 
 made  by  contemporary  Black  Cuban  filmmakers,  some  who  live  abroad,  some  who  remain 
 on the island. 

 This  unpredictable  blend  is  made  up  of  an  experimental  ritual  to  San  Lazaro,  an  analogy 
 between  cimarronismo  and  homosexuality,  a  real-life  project  that  promotes  free  expression 
 via  Hip-Hop  among  marginalised  youth,  an  intimate  approach  to  sexuality  and  gender 
 identity,  and  an  energetic  different  kind  of  Cuban  story,  about  two  top  internet  influencers 
 competing to be number one.  

 - Song to San Lazaro / Canto a San Lazaro 
 Raydel Araoz I Cuba 2009 I 4m I Music Video by Grupo Hipálage 

 - The Fugitives / Los Cimarrones 
 Damián Sainz Edwards I Cuba 2021 I 12m I Spanish with English subtitles I Fiction  

 - Obsession / Obsesión 
 Magia López I Cuba 2018 I 10m I Spanish with English subtitles I Documentary 

 - Archetypes / Arquetipos 
 Raydel Araoz I Cuba 2009 I 6m I Spanish with English subtitles I Experimental  

 - The Fight / El Combate 
 Pedro Pulido Brizuela I Cuba 2022 I 36m I Spanish with English subtitles I Fiction 

 Access notes: Bright images, flashing images, flashing lights, loud sounds 
 Content notes: Depiction of nudity and sex 
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 An Animated Cuba: Focus on Ermitis Blanco  (N/C 15+) 

 Interested  in  Cuban  animation?  Don’t  miss  these  three  short  animations  by  Ermitis  Blanco. 
 Ermitis  is  a  prolific  Cuban  illustrator,  cartoonist,  and  animator  who  has  managed  design 
 concepts for many films and advertising from his Cuban house production Ñooo.  

 Ermitis  began  his  career  as  a  magazine  illustrator,  then  studied  in  the  Animation  Studies  of 
 ICAIC  where  he  gained  experience  working  for  various prolific  productions  including 
 Vampires in Havana II. His short film FLY was nominated for the Prix Jeunesse. 

 - FLY 
 Yolanda Durán & Ermitis Blanco I Cuba 2012 I 6m I Spanish with English subtitles I Music 
 Video by Danay Suárez  

 - No Country For Old Squares           
 Yolanda Durán & Ermitis Blanco I Cuba 2016 I 13m I Animation fiction 

 - The Island And The Signs / La Isla Y Los Signos 
 Raydel Araoz I Cuba 2014 I 52m I Spanish with English subtitles I Animated Documentary 

 Access notes: Bright images, flashing images, flashing lights 
 Content notes: Depiction of violence 
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 Hopelessly Together / Irremediablemente Juntos  (N/C  18+) 
 Jorge Luis Sánchez  I Cuba 2012 I 2h I Spanish with  English subtitles I Musical 

 Havana  Glasgow  Film  Festival’s  first  Cuban  Musical!   With  a  contemporary  take  on  the 
 Romeo  and  Juliet  theme,  this  is  a  unique  and  refreshing  film  with  a  surprising  musical  score 
 that defies racial stereotypes.  

 Alejandro  and  Liz  are  college  students  with  their  own  dreams  and  aspirations.  They  have  to 
 overcome  their  parent's  prejudice  and  rejection  as  well  as  put  an  end  to  relationships  that 
 are tying them down before they can be together. 

 Access notes: Flashing lights 
 Content notes: Depiction of nudity, sex 
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 The Last Country / El Último País  (N/C 15+) 
 Gretel Marín Palacio  I  Brazil / Cuba / Angola 2017  I 70m I Spanish with English subtitles I 
 Documentary 

 A  young  filmmaker  reveals  her  conflicting  feelings  about  returning  to  Cuba  after  an  absence. 
 A moving and beautifully realised film by this talented new director.  

 “Living  away  from  Cuba  didn’t  look  dramatic  for  me,  until  I  began  to  understand  that  the 
 country  would  change  and  I  wouldn’t  be  there  to  watch.  I  knew  that  we  had  to  open 
 ourselves  to  the  world  and  renew  us,  but  I  was  afraid  that  with  this  renovation  the  best 
 system with lots of contradictions and utopias would also fade away.  

 I  wanted  to  film  that  change,  wanted  to  meet  with  Cubans,  talk  with  them,  return  to  belong. 
 From  the  outside,  things  are  seen  in  another  way  from  other  points  of  view.  But  coming  back 
 to  Cuba,  worried  with  the  changes,  made  me  feel  more  apart  and  weird,  instead  of  restore 
 the sense of belonging.”  -  Gretel Marín Palacio 

 Access notes: Bright images, flashing lights 
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 Gloria Rolando: Double Bill  (N/C 12+) 

 This  double  bill  brings  together  two  documentaries  by  acclaimed  Cuban  filmmaker  Gloria 
 Rolando,  who  focuses  on  the  cross-sections  of  African  and  Caribbean  roots  of  Cuban 
 culture. 

 The  first  documentary  in  this  double  bills  is  Reshipment  .  In  the  early  20  th  century,  people 
 from  Haiti  crossed  the  Gulf  of  Gonaives  to  work  as  labourers  in  the  cane  fields  of  Eastern 
 Cuba.  When  the  sugar  market  crashed,  many  were  forcibly  returned  to  Haiti.  Exploring  one 
 chapter  of  the  complex  economic  and  social  history  of  the  Caribbean,  the  film  shows  how 
 despite  discrimination  suffered  by  the  Haitians,  the  Creole  language,  vodou,  and  other 
 musical and dance traditions remain strongly embedded in the Cuban cultural landscape. 

 Her  documentary  Conversation  With  My  Grandmother  ,  which  mixes  footage  and  fiction,  is 
 inspired  by  the  life  of,  and  draws  upon  an  interview  with  her  beloved  grandmother  Inocencia 
 Armas  Abreu  in  1993  .  The  film  invites  us  into  her  everyday  life  and  presents  a  tribute  to  the 
 larger  history,  struggle  and  tenacity  of  Black  Cubans  and  Black  Cuban  women  in 
 particular. As  Gloria  herself  has  noted,  with  this  project  she  hopes  to  "contribute  a  small 
 piece to the mobilisation of consciousness”. 

 - Conversation With My Grandmother / Diálogo con mi abuela 
 Gloria Rolando  I Cuba 2016 I 58m I Spanish with English  subtitles I Documentary 

 - Reshipment / Reembarque 
 Gloria Rolando I Cuba 2014 I 59m I Spanish with English subtitles I Documentary 

 Access note: Flashing lights, loud sounds 
 Content notes: Discussion of colonialism, slavery and racism 
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 Orishas: Devotion in Berlin  (N/C 15+) 
 Ricardo Bacallao I Germany 2019 I 57m I Spanish with English subtitles I Documentary 

 Ricardo  Bacallao  is  a  Cuban  film  director  and  founder  of  the  Black  Cuba  series  based  in 
 Berlin  and  New  York.   He  studied  directing  for  film,  radio,  and  television  at  the  Universidad 
 de  las  Artes  in  Cuba  and  obtained  his  Master  of  Fine  Art  from  the  University  of  New  York. 
 His  documentaries  primarily  focus  on  the  Cuban  community  in  Berlin  -  specifically  looking  at 
 religion and music. 

 Orishas:  Devotion  in  Berlin  is  an  exploration  of  the  practices  of  Santeria  (Cuba)  and 
 Candomble  (Brazil)  religions  in  Berlin  and  the  cultural  meaning  of  the  most  important 
 orishas.  Featuring  Babá  Murah  Soares  of  the  only  Candomble  House  in  Germany  and 
 Joaquin Lahabana, a Cuban priest of Santeria. 

 Access notes: Flickering images 
 Content notes: Discussion of racism 
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 Crazy About Carol / Muerto por Carol  (N/C U) 
 Heiking Hernandez  I Cuba 2020 I 58m I Spanish with  English subtitles I Fiction 

 Tender,  moving  story  about  Carol  -  a  pre-pubescent  black  girl  who  moves  to  a  new 
 neighbourhood  and  finds  friendship  and  love  with  a  local  white  boy  -  Rito.  But  the  young 
 couple  have  to  contend  with  racial  prejudice  as  not  everybody  approves  -  especially  their 
 parents and grandparents - marring the cloud that usually accompanies first love. 

 As  well  as  racial  discrimination,  Lili  Romero  (screenwriter)  and  Heiking  Hernández  (director) 
 show  us  how  machismo,  regionalism  and  gender  roles  continue  to  cause  conflict  in  Cuba 
 today.  Although  they  pretend  to  go  unnoticed  by  many,  they  are  issues  that  need  greater 
 debate and understanding by all. 
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